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Jennifer Clement, the first woman to become president of PEN International and author 

of the National Book Award Longlisted novel Gun Love, visited Rollins College on the last day 

of February of 2019 to lead a Master Class and take part in a joint reading with another 

National Book Award Longlisted author—Daniel Gumbiner.  

 The two hour Master Class was unlike the ones that had come before. Jennifer Clement 

chose to lead the Master Class in a lecture-like manner so that the audience got more out of it. 

The Winter With the Writers Interns and their works were used to aid in the process. She 

talked about the importance of reading and how we should be reading as much as possible. 

She recited lines (mostly first lines) from several notable works that include Lolita by: Vladimir 

Nabokov and why these were lines that worked. She opened this up to the public and Allison 

Wilson, an intern, shared that a great line was the first line in Jane Austen’s novel, Pride and 

Prejudice. Clement discussed rhetoric and the importance of understanding and loving 

language in order to be a great writer.  

 Writing-wise, she promoted current and aspiring writers to not write from what they 

know or have already experienced. She discussed how her job at PEN International aided in 

the research for one book helped with the other one and how both of her works were all 

research driven. This referred to both Gun Love and to Prayers for the Stolen. In doing this she 

advised, however, not to make our works with ‘messages’ sound too preachy. 

 During the seven-thirty reading she read a chunk from the beginning of Gun Love and 

from Gun Love’s gun song. She tied her reading’s message to the answers in the Q&A session 

which discussed her research, influence, writing, and so on. My question was answered in the 

Q&A session. The question being: What work inspired you as an author? One of the books 

that inspired her was Wuthering Heights by: Emily Bronte. She finished the night with a book 

signing alongside Daniel Gumbiner.  
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